Labour Rights as Human Rights
to less generous regimes. Well-paid and well-protected workers in advanced economies have been threatened with the products of low-wage labor in foreign countries or by those workers themselves when they migrate to the advanced economies. An unquestioned boon for consumers and for well-paid, professional workers, globalization has been seen as the enemy of less skilled workers in advanced economies; and support for globalization has plummeted among workers and their allies who now see it as a conspiracy to raise profits and undermine social protection. Worse, by undermining national regulations, globalization threatens to restore the power of markets over policy, contract over rights.
Hoping to find a middle course between national protectionism and an unbridled globalism that expands trade even at the expense of labor, many have sought to promote globalization with a social face, a fair-trade globalization that would respect labor rights. There has been a growing popular movement either to restrict trade or to require 'fair trade' on the basis of high labor standards. In the market place, many certifiable fair-trade commodities are now available, Maupain concludes by saying that 'the ILO does indeed have a strong capacity to promote, in a verifiable manner, its objectives.' But he also acknowledges that 'its potential will remain inactive, unless there is a strong political will to activate it' (p.
140).
As much as anything, it is the political will that remains lacking. Charnovitz But until we can muster the political will to protect labor, this indefensible policy will continue.
